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BLANCVANGETOOTS

The action takes place on a housing estate in Sale, Geater
Manchester, a little way in the future.

Sound is really inportant and builds up throughout the play
in |ayers.

|deally a short throw projector would be used for Twitter-
feed and water FX - but this is not essential

This extract currently runs at 17 m nutes.

STAG NG

The action happens in three different playing areas, |abeled
in the stage directions as (1) (2) and (3)

There are various ways of making this work; pronenade,
lighting, different levels in a conventional end on space.
This will depend on the tech and space avail able, and the
directors vision

| imagine it with the audience sitting in the centre of the
space in a rough triangle shape, with playing spaces on
three sides around them SR corner (1), SL corner (2), and
(3) the auditorium

Extra | evels could be added by rostra on wheels, or in the
auditoriumthe seating rake could be used

Scenes overlap and play sinmultaneously with the audi ence

turning to face wherever the action is happening. This
should feel a bit like the TV series 24 - but sillier.

THE REST OF THE PLAY

BLANCMANGETOOTS is the first part of a 3 act play, which
ends when LILY is born in the front roomof a Sale housing
estate while her nother is being put under arrest.

Act 2 tells the story of Lily's sudden rise to fane as an
unlikely prophet 'the Sale Messiah' with sonme uni que ideas
on how to change the world, while Act 3 deals with her sw ft
and catastrophic fall, in the "End of Sale Messiah".



CAST
NI NA - Manchester graffiti artist, 42, tough, wiry, any race
ALLY - Mdw fe, gentle, optimstic, 30s, any race.
DESI - N na's daughter, nicely spoken, 23, m xed race
PC DAVES - obstinate, never off her phone, white Londoner
PC ROY - young, synpathetic, 20's, black

OFFI CER RHODRI (m ddl e aged, welsh, white) & FETAL LAWER (a
suit) - played by the sanme actor

MRS PEKE - dyed hair, plastic jewelry eccentric, elderly,
any race

LILY (FETUS) - voice only. Talks like a 70 year old snoker,
strong Manchester accent



ACT | SCENE 1
(1) LIGHTS UP NINA'S FLAT
FAI NT BLEEP OF A HEART MONI TOR

NEWS PRESENTER And t he Personhood bill has passed its

(V.Q) final stages in the House of Lords today;
fromnow on all unborn children from®6
weeks until birth on are deened to have
full citizenship rights under UK | aw. ..

FADE OUT
NI NA So this is howit was

(shut your eyes so you can see it better)
Sat urday norni ng. Breakfasts over -
ki ddi es screeching up and down the
corridor - radio's playing Legacy - a
bal | s bei ng ki cked up agai nst the wall
agai n and agai n and again and agai n

SFX FADE | N GRADUALLY

and 1'm 9 nonths pregnant - 2 weeks
overdue but its always like this - runs in

the famly. 1'm42 so |'mdefined as a
geriatric nother, but its nmy fourth so |
know what |'m doing, well | bloody shoul d

do by now shouldn't I [CALLS] Go and kick
that ball sonmewhere el se!

Desi's down the shop getting cake.

A MOBI LE STARTS RI NG NG CONTI NUOUSLY
Got to have cake when you're having a
baby, you need the energy see. Cake, tea,
wi ne for after. Rosé' s best. Something
[ight. And Jammi ca cake, there's a | ot of
energy in Jamaica cake, but it does stick
to your teeth.

When that phone stops ringing | get ny
first contraction.

VWit for it.
MOBI LE G VES FI NAL RI NG THEN STOPS
[ CONTRACTI ON|



DESI

| renmenber that feeling - now |I'm properly
awake. In this famly when they cone they
come quick. Start timng the gaps.
STOPWATCH SFX
And cal | Desi
SKYPE NO SE
LI GHTS UP ON (2)
[ON PHONE] it'll cost you double and then

she'll tell you she's fully booked, |
woul dn't bother if | was you..



ACT

NI NA

DESI

NI NA

DESI

NI NA

NI NA
ALLY
NI NA

SCENE 2
(2) LOCAL SUPERMARKET, PERSONHOOD
POSTERS ON THE WALL, SELF SERVI CE
TILLS, SPECI AL OFFERS, DI SCOUNTS, ETC
DESI ON HER PHONE
Desi its a Jammica cake not the
i ngredients for a fuckin bangquet so get
your arse up here now. Excuse the |anguage
Munf? [ TO OTHER CALLER] Hold on | think ny
mum s in |abour [TONNA] |I'mgetting you
grapes. Seedl ess.
Don't bother | hate grapes

(2) DESI CONTI NUES WTH HER CALL AS
SHE OPERATES SELF SERVI CE TI LL

[ ON PHONE] now she says she hates grapes

she ate enough of them when we were in

Spain [...] yeah | think that nmust be it
(1) NINA'S FLAT

Wiy is she always giving ne fruit? Mnd
you they do cone in handy | ater though

CONTRACTI ON
That's the thing about that having a baby,
once its started there's no stopping it,
no tinmeout, no honmey, none of that shit
SKYPE | NCOM NG CALL
Its Ally.
the mdwfe
ALL 3 SPACES ARE NOW ACTI VE -
(3) ALLY AT HOVE ON HER LAPTOP
Yes?
Any action?

Only had two so far. But its the rea
t hing. She's com ng.



ALLY

NI NA

O ny way
(3) ALLY GETS HER KIT, LEAVES FLAT

(2) DESI PAYS FOR SHOPPI NG AT SELF
SERVI CE TI LL

(1) NI NA DRAGS QUT THE BI RTHI NG POCL
AND STARTS FILLING I T FROM A HOSE

RUNNI NG WATER (1 MAGES AND SFX) I N (1)

C sections are conpul sory at ny age unl ess
you have sone sort of allergy. Told them!
was allergic to being sliced open but that
doesn't count apparently. |'m not
interested in suing anyone | said, | just
don't want maj or surgery w thout good
reason. I'mon my owmn with a baby to | ook
after, | cant be laid up for all that

time. They just told ne to turn up on the
day with my nightie and toot hbrush.

So | said yeah alright then and | eft

(2) DESI TEARS PERSONHOOD POSTER OFF
THE WALL, LEAVES THE SHOP

NEXT SCENE STARTS, DI ALOGUE OVERLAPS

| didn't ask ny boys to cone. They would
have done, but - them seeing ny vagi na up
close doing its thing - it feels weird.
I"'ma femnist and all that and they know
how to clean a toilet but

[ CONTRACTI ON]

my fanny and I don't have to justify
nmysel f



ACT

DESI

ALLY

DESI
ALLY

DESI
ALLY

DESI
ALLY
DESI

ALLY

SCENE 3

(1) NI NA STILL TALKI NG

(3) DESI WALKI NG ALONG CORRI DOR TO
NI NA"S FLAT

[ ON PHONE] Yeah they already sent her

one - whats it called CSO conpul sory
surgery order - but she didn't go [...]
Basically she's committing a crinme, police
could turn up at any mnute and arrest her
[...] yeah she's still an urban regeneri st
that's graffiti artist to you and ne [...]
Wel | who does get maternity | eave these
days, mind you ever since Banksey got his
CBE everyone wants sonething tastefu
sprayed on their orifices [...] Ofices.
Call you later

ALLY APPROACH NG FROM THE OTHER
DI RECTI ON

Hey. Police not on your tail then

Its not illegal yet, there's still a few
| oophol es

Li ke

Li ke that condition where you die if
you' re exposed to sunlight -

Bei ng a vanpire?

Solar urticaria its called. Allergy to
anest hetic, agoraphobia, a few other

t hi ngs. And t hank goodness for the

| oophol es because otherwi se | woul dn't
have a |icense

That blonde twat. This is all his fault.
The father you nean

No. Qur so called prinme mnister - and

t hat di ckhead in the Wiite House, his new
bestie. 1'd like to C section his arse
Keep focused. It'Il be fine.

ALLY PULLS A RADI O QUT OF HER BAG



DESI What you doi ng?
ALLY Checki ng the police frequency...
RADI O (V. Q) "Krispy Kremes are diabetes waiting to

happen...get nme a pretzel will you and
I"l'l see you back in the vehicle"

DESI You're such a pro
ALLY W' re good.
THEY EXIT THE CORRI DOR
RUNNI NG WATER (| MAGES AND SFX) I N (3)



ACT |

NI NA

LILY (V. O

NI NA

LILY (V. O

NI NA
LILY (V. O
NI NA

LILY (V. O

NI NA

SCENE 4
(1) NINA GETS I NTO THE POCL

WATER FX/ | MAGES SURROUND AND ENVELCP
HER AND THE AUDI ENCE

I TS SOOTH NG

Its al nost the sanme buzz as when |I'm
working - a bit painful a bit annoying but
its all you can think about. And then
you're nearly there and you wonder - what
have | done? What have | made?

SHE LI ES BACK I N THE WATER
Hel |l o
You in there?

BEAT

Where el se am | gonna be? Qutside Budgeons
havi ng a snoke?

(TENDER) Just checking you're OK | think
you' re com ng soon. You excited?

Sort of.
VWheres the door then

Its nore of a chute really - like a flune
in a Waterpark

Flume? Waterpark? Tal k sense wonman, |'ve
seen now but whats in here

| thought we went while | was pregnant.

No. W were up a | adder nobst of the tine
sprayi ng that bloody stuff on the walls,
honestly, call that art

Well when you're out we'll all go and
that's a promse - there's one in

Al tringham the boys love it. Aflune's
like this long dark tunnel with water

com ng down the sides, you slide along it,
t hen you shoot out the end - and Ally'I|
catch you



LILY (V. O
NI NA

LILY (V.0
NI NA
LILY (V.0
NI NA

LILY (V. O
NI NA

LILY (V. O

NI NA

10.
Cant wait to nmeet you, you sound like a
| augh
I am |'ma cure ne
That's the kind of thing Nana Forbes used
to say. Hey you' re not Nana Forbes
reincarnated are you? I'mnot sure |I'mup
for that
That drunken al' sack! Not bl oody |ikely
Hey. Don't tal k about your nana |ike that
Sorry.

It's alright. You' re probably a bit
nervous aren't you?

No I'mnot. Nerves of steel ne

Its OK to be scared you know. I'ma bit
j unpy mnysel f
BEAT

If I get stuck will you tell nme what |
have to do - cos | have no idea

Yeah you do.

Here we go
[ CONTRACTI ON|
WATER FX CUTS OUT SUDDENLY



11.

ACT | SCENE 5
(3) LIGHTS UP ON PCLI CE STATI ON

PC DAVES ON HER MOBI LE, PC ROY AT THE
COVPUTER

DS RHODRI ENTERS

DS RHODRI Ri ght then troops - Amendnent 2's finally
legal! Are we ready?

PC DAVES Yaaay! Go Personhood!

DS RHCDRI PC Roy?

PC ROY Yes sir

DS RHODRI Ni na Tiddsall, 42, single, fourth child

overdue. Nei ghbour asked when she was
going into hospital to have the baby and
Ms Tidsall says (and | quote) I|'d rather
eat my own verrucas

PC DAVES That's it, we got her

DS RHODRI It's not exactly what you'd call hard
evi dence Dawes - though | agree its dodgy.
Qur job is to ensure the protection of the
unborn child using every neans possible -
so what do we do?

PC DAVEES Arrest her?
PC ROY Do sonme background checks, then reassess?
DS RHODRI First we followit up, with boring, tine

consuni ng detailed police work -

PC DAVES But sir she's probably in a backstreet
now, giving birth on a dirty rag while
snoki ng crack froma pipe

DS RHODRI Doesn't matter, we follow procedure -
famly nobiles, digital assistants, credit
cards, email, Facebook, not that anyone
does that anynore

PC DAVES | do

DS RHODRI And what do we find? Birthing pool ordered

fromA di (bit niche for themisn't it)
super mar ket spend i ncrease, suggestive
phone calls to a registered mdwfe..



PC DAVEES
DET SUPT

DEXTER (V. Q)
TOWD (V. Q)
DS RHODRI

PC DAVES

PC ROY

PC DAVEES

DEXTER (V. Q)
TOWMD (V. O.)
DS RHODRI (V. Q)

TOWD (V. Q)
DS RHODRI
PC DAVES
DS RHODRI
DEXTER (V. Q)
TOWD (V. Q)

PC ROY

12.

Probably operating w thout insurance
Well she will be after this. And here's
the clincher - we just pulled this off the
suspect's sons nobile
GETS H' S MOBI LE OUT
Muns waters just broke
No shit
Boom

I love watching you work sir.

But that doesn't actually prove anything
does it?

Send it over to ne sir | want to try
somet hi ng

THEY TAP PHONES
| just got this new app, hold on a no

SHE ADDS A BACKI NG TRACK, M XES,
PRESSES PLAYS

BACKI NG TRACK STARTS
Muns waters just broke
No sh sh sh shit

To ensure the protection of the unborn
child using every neans possi bl e’

No sh sh sh shit
Whats the app called? I'magetting it
Yo m x yo shit.
That is absolutely brilliant.
Muns waters just broke
No sh sh sh shit
PC DAVES AND DS RHODRI START GROOVI NG

What are you doi ng? That's evidence you're
danci ng to!



DS RHODR

PC ROY
DS RHODR

PC DAVEES
PC ROY

PC DAVEES

PC ROY

DS RHODR

PC DAVEES

PC ROY

PC ROY

PC ROY
DS RHODR

PC ROY

OFFI CER RHODRI

13.

Al right Dawes, turn it off
BACKI NG TRACK STOPS

Got a job for you Roy, this should make
you happy - we're going to need a human
rights | awer

For Ms Tidsall you nmean?

Who? No not for the nother you idiot, for
t he baby

Duh

You want nme to call a lawer for the
unborn baby? A fetus |awer?

That woul d be a | awer who was a fetus -
they' d never pass the exam

So what do we want then?

A fetal |awer of course. A lawer who
deals with fetal rights. Cone on, use your
head

Duh

Seriously. Wy would a fetus need a
| awyer ?

Because it cant speak for itself can it -
its a fetus!

But what does it want to say?

Well all sorts of things - like - but -
well nostly - 1ook just book the ambul ance
will you. Tell emwe mght need to sl ow

t hi ngs down while we get themto the
hospi t al

That cant be very good for it, the fetus,
baby, whatever

Listen Roy we just want to get it to a
pl ace where it can be | ooked after
properly by professionals - not by sone
hal f crazed fem nist who thinks she can
squat in a gutter and it'll all be K

HE MOVES TO DOCR MUTTERI NG



PC DAVEES

DEXTER (V. Q)
TOWMD (V. O.)
DS RHODRI (V. Q)

TOWMD (V. O.)

PC ROY

PC DAVEES

14.
Bl oody col | ege graduates - keep your eye
on hi m Dawes
Yes sir
DS RHODRI EXI TS

This is gonna be brilliant. | just
tweeted - | ook

[ READS] OFf to save the day under our
newest | aw #fetusrul es #sel fi shnons
@er sonhoodr ocks

and here's the link -

Muns waters just broke

No sh sh sh shit

To ensure the protection of the unborn
child using every neans possi bl e’

No sh sh sh shit
SOUND OF THE 'LIKES' COM NG I N
TW TTER FEED PROJECTED ON WALL
STOP MUM THI NK OF YOUR BABY!

SELFI SH M DDLE CLASS MOW ES
#SI CKOFI T #LOCKEMUP

WHAT WLL YOU TELL YOUR DI SABLED
CH LD YQU SICK EVIL BI TCH

I"'mnot sure that's what the police
twitter feed's actually neant for

Course it is.
Oh ny god its trending!
THEY EXI T



15.

ACT | SCENE 6

(3) ALLY & DESI HURRYI NG DOMNN THE
CORRI DOR ON THEI R WAY TO NI NA' S

(1) NINA IS IN THE POCOL

AUDI ENCE MEMBERS HOLD SI GNS SAYI NG
#PERSONHOODROCKS #BADMOMWY " CHI LDREN
FI RST" " NEW LI VES MATTER"

ALLY [ TO AUDI ENCE] What are all these people
doi ng here

DESI [ CHECKI NG TWTTER] Get to Parkhill Flats
now hel p stop the #badnommy - oh ny god
its a Twitter storm

ALLY Ignore it

DESI Are you kidding [ SHE STARTS TYPI NG

TW TTER FEED SCROLLI NG DOWN THE WALL

A WOVAN S RI GHT TO CHOGSE
#MYBODYMYCHO CE

GET QUT OF MY OVARI ES MOTHERFUCKERS

HOW CAN YOU PUT YOUR CHI LD AT RI SK
#| TSNOTYOURLI FE #BADMOMWY

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THE STATE HAS TO
SUPPCRT YOUR CHI LD #BADMOMWY

DESI [ SHOUTS TO AUDI ENCE] Have any of you
| osers actually had a baby?

ALLY Don't Desi, you'll make it worse
SKYPE NO SE AS SHE CALLS NI NA

Ni na? OK?
NI NA I'"'mgood, we're both good.
ALLY No pushing yet, we'll be there in a mnute
NI NA Yeah yeah. Any trouble?
ALLY Not hi ng we cant handle, sit tight

NI NA "' mnot going anywhere [ ENDS CALL]



ALLY
DESI

ALLY
DESI

VRS PEKE

DESI

VRS PEKE

DESI
ALLY
VRS PEKE

DESI

VRS PEKE

16.

LI GHTS STAY UP ON (1)
ALLY AND DESI | N CORRI DOR (3)
Time to call in Ms Peke?

Yup [ TO DEMONSTRATORS] Go hone you saddos.
Cone on then, this one's hers

DESI AND ALLY KNOCK ON A DOOR, THEN
CALL THROUGH THE LETTERBOX

M's Peke! Are you there?

Ms Peke - its Nina s daughter, renenber
THE DOOR OPENS SUDDENLY. AN OLD LADY
W TH JET BLACK HAI R AND FLUFFY
SLI PPERS COVES OUT PULLI NG A TROLLEY.

Lets give your poor nmum a break shall we
POLI CE SI RENS, CAR PULLS UP

That' || be the fuzz!

No one says fuzz any nore Ms Peke, its
obsol et e

Ri ght then. That's told ne. Wat about
"the pigs' is that any better

No
They' Il be coming up in the lift

"Il go and head em off, you get
your sel ves over to Nina's

Ni ce one Ms Peke, good | uck
MRS PEKE GOES OFF SI NG NG

D anonds are forever...they are all | need
to pl ease ne...

DESI AND ALLY RUN TOMRDS NI NA' S FLAT



ACT 1

NI NA

LILY (V.

NI NA

LILY (V.

NI NA

LILY (V.

NI NA

LILY (V.

NI NA

LILY (V.

NI NA

LILY (V.

NI NA

LILY (V.

NI NA

LILY (V.

NI NA

o)

o)

o)

o)

o)

o)

o)

o)

17.

SCENE 7

(1) NINA' S FLAT.
Police are on their way, Ms Peke's doing
her best but she wont hold em for |ong,
and there's a little hard edge of panic in
me - just here - the baby's gonna cone
ri ght now when I'mon ny own. Everyone's
right and I am a sel fish bastard.
[TOLILY] You OK in there?
I"'mfeeling it, on the edge, bring it on -
I want to see the bright lights, get ne
out of here - its happening - its nowthe
time is now

You're so funny. W're gonna have a right
| augh you and ne

I want | want | want
What d' you want

Everything. Al the lot. Got no words for
what | want -

You got plenty, go on have a go

I want - | want

Yes

Lazer beam cappucci no starbursts

Like it

Cradl ey Heath black belt virgins, Venusian
ghetto porridge, Sheffield Wdnesday
conbat nuns

You' re amazi ng, you know t hat

The nane's Lily

Alright Lily, what else do you want

Electric fruitbats, guacanol e carnival,
wheel i e bin outrage

[ TO AUDI ENCE] And just like that, | knew
she was ready



LILY (V. O

PC ROY
PC DAVEES

PC ROY
PC DAVEES

VRS PEKE
PC ROY

VRS PEKE
PC DAVEES
VRS PEKE

PC DAVEES
PC ROY
PC DAVEES

VRS PEKE
PC DAVEES

VRS PEKE

18.
I want jelly nonsoon frisbee wheels - now
get nme out of here

(3) DAWES & ROY GET QUT OF THE LIFT
MRS PEKE HURRI ES TOMRDS THEM

PC DAVES TAKES A PHOTO OF THE VI EW
AND PCSTS I T

OUR BEAUTI FUL CI TY #l LOVEMYJOB
| don't think we should be doing this -

Way not ? She's breaking the | aw and we
need to stop her.

Have you ever had a baby Dawes?

No have you? Bet the mumis got a nose ring
and Chi nese letters tattooed on her arse.

MRS PEKE |'S REELI NG ALONG THE
CORRI DOR W TH HER SHOPPI NG TROLLEY

For fucks sake whats happeni ng here

[ SINGS] Di anonds are forever..

Hel l o there, what seens to be the problem

[ SINGS] Hold one up and then caress it

We aint got time for this Roy

[ SINGS] Touch it, stroke it and undress it
PC ROY APPROACHES MRS PEKE

Roy, no!

Is there anything we can hel p you nmadanf

[ USI NG MEGAPHONE] This is an emergency

repeat an energency - stand aside and | et

us pass

Excuse ne

[ USI NG MEGAPHONE] You will be dealt with
shortly

I"m | ooking for Daniel Craig, he's
supposed to be neeting ne here



PC ROY
PC DAVEES

VRS PEKE

PC DAVEES

PC ROY
PC DAVEES

PC ROY

VRS PEKE

PC ROY
VRS PEKE
PC ROY

PC DAVEES
LAWER

PC DAVEES

VRS PEKE

PC DAVEES
LAWER

19.

Wul d that be your son madam

[ USI NG MEGAPHONE] OF course its not her
son. He's that actor what used to play
James Bond

Not any nore, these days he's 3 tines

A ynpic gold nmedalist in the |ive pigeon
shooti ng category. Six foot of pure honed
nmuscle. He'll be here in a mnute..

Just lock her in her flat, we can sort her
out | ater

MRS PEKE STAGGERS OVER TO PC DAWES
AND VOM TS VI OLENTLY

Christ! Are you OK?

Not really. This stab vest was cl ean on
this norning

Not you. Her. Madam do you have a nedica
condition we should know about ?

When he first qualified for the live bird
event 'Field and Stream described him as
"nmost prom sing marksman of his
generation' in the sane article he was
guoted as saying "finally this is ne"
Is there anyone we can call?
I"ve got his nobile right here
Apart Daniel Craig

(3) AGJY INA SUT APPROACHES
Shit its the fecal |awer
I wonder if you can help nme. I"'mwth the
departnment for the rights of the unborn,
is this (CHECKS PHONE) Ni ck C egg wal k?
That's correct, my nanes Constabl e Dawes

[SING NG | don't need love - for what
good will love do ne

We spoke on the phone earlier

Is that vomt



PC DAVEES

VRS PEKE

PC ROY
PC DAVEES

LAWER
VRS PEKE
PC ROY

NI NA

LILY (V. O

20.

Well yes, but | think we're all after the
same person, Nina Tidsall /

/ Look I"'mneeting Tinothy Dalton at 5,
he's a shoe-in for the rhythm c gymastics

VWho?

Roy |I'mordering you to take her away! M
and himll crack on to the flat, maybe I
can get a wash up there or at |least a w pe
down

I'd say that stab vest needs a dry clean
I was on Britain's Got Bile you know -
Come on love, |lets get you hone

(3) THEY HEAD OFF | N DI FFERENT
DI RECTI ONS

(1) NI NA' S FLAT

Suddenly I'min the zone, ny body knows
what its doing and all my doubts are gone.
|'ve even got a nonent to catch ny breath,
my mnds floats - who's this little person
going to be? Whats the world going to do
to her?

Bored now. Get on with it will you



21.

ACT | SCENE 8
(1) N NA' S FLAT.

NI NA Course what | should have asked is - whats
she going to do to the world?

ALLY AND DESI ENTER, ALLY EXAM NES
HER, VH LE DESI FEEDS HER CAKE

ALLY Al'l good. You can start pushing now

NI NA Thank fuck for that [BREATH NG HARD]

DESI Boys not here? How cone you called ne and
not them that's a bit sexist int it

ALLY Leave her al one Des, |let her concentrate

NI NA [ BREATHI NG What boys?

DESI Your other kids - mnmy half brothers - the
terrible twosone - renenber?

NI NA [ PANTING Don't want - them - seeing ny -
Ar ghhhh!

DESI You know I'mlive streanming this don't you

NI NA you're not - are you

ALLY Desi, not appropriate right now

NI NA I"'mgonna - slap you - when |I'm done

DESI There's soneone com ng.

NI NA She's called Lilly

DESI No | nmean down the corridor, right now -
shit its the police

NI NA Ar ghhhhh!

DESI They' ve got past Ms Peke - quick |ock the
door

ALLY They cant nove her now - its too late

NI NA Arghhhh! 111

BLACKQUT



ACT |

PC DAVEES

VRS PEKE

PC DAVEES

VRS PEKE
LAWER

VRS PEKE
LAWER

VRS PEKE
LAWER

VRS PEKE
LAWER

22.

SCENE 9

(3) PC DAVES & LAWER AT THE DOCR,
MRS PEKE ARRI VES OUT OF BREATH W TH
PC ROY CHASI NG AFTER HER

This is the police. W have reason to
believe a crime is taking place. Open the
door or we'll be forced to break it down

There's no one there love, they're all out
wat chi ng George Lazenby in the canoe
sl al om

PC DAVES THRUSTS HER OFF

Ms Nina Tidsall open this door
i medi ately. Right we're going in. Use
extreme caution

[ GUN AT THE READY] Lets do this!

SHE TAKES A SELFIE, THEN SHOVES THE
DOOR OPEN AND ENTERS THE FLAT. PC ROY
FOLLOWNS RELUCTANTLY

(3) MRS PEKE & LAWER WAI T OUTSI DE
Who are you then?
I"'ma |awer with the new governnent
departnment -'Departnment ensuring rights of
the fetus and unborn child'
[ BEAT] Derfuc?
Correct. We've only been officially open
since this norning, but we' ve already
saved lives - twins - born safely in
hospital as a result of our intervention.
Satisfied clients.
And the nunf

Oh she's fine. | nmean she's in prison but
she's fine

Der f uc.
[ BEAT] That's right.



ACT |
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23.

SCENE 10

(1) NI NA' S FLAT

NI NA PUSH NG, ALLY ENCOURAG NG, DESI
IN A COVBAT PCSI TI ON AT THE DOOR

PC DAVES & PC ROY BURST I N
Ms Nina Tidsall?
Sorry to bother you ma' am

You are under arrest on suspicion of
causing harmto your unborn child -

Q! Leave ny mum al one!

You do not have to say anything, but
anyt hi ng you do say

Pt erodactyl fingers, harribo ham et
Dawes, she's nearly there

The baby's crowning, wait - wait N na -
listen to ny voice, breathe, |ook at ne

But anything you do say
Vegan basket bal

may be given in evidence and used agai nst
you

Care hone pasty
Dawes! NOT NOW
in a court of |aw
| see something, | see sonmething, | see
Push! Har der!
Bl ancmanget oot s for everyone!
Ar ghhhhh! 1!
EVERYONE CROADS ROUND NI NA
LILY I'S BORN
A MOMVENT OF STILLNESS - THEN
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24.

To ensure the protection of the unborn
child using every nmeans possi bl e’

No sh sh sh shit

[TURNING I T OFF] Sorry about that
SUDDENLY EVERYONE' S REACTI NG TO THE
BABY. DESI'S CRYING ROY'S HANDI NG
OUT CAKE, MRS PEKE AND THE LAWYER ARE
CLI NKI NG GLASSES

Lily. She's called Lily.

Wel come to the world Lily
A COUPLE BEATS OF CELEBRATI ON

[ MEGAPHONE] Alright that's it you' ve had
your fun, where's the fetal |awer

[ PUTTI NG CAKE AND W NE DOMN] Over here!

Ms Nina Tidsall you are under arrest on
suspi ci on of endangering the life of your
unborn, | mean born, child

She's perfect, |I've just done the checks
[WPING CRUMBS OFF H' S MOUTH] The fact
remains ny client's life was put at risk
due to your actions Ms Tidsal
Pass me those grapes Desi
Roy cuff her up

NI NA CHUCKS THE GRAPES AT THE LAWER

[ TO AUDI ENCE] Tol d you they'd conme in
handy

You're serious aren't you

Cuff her up and take her downstairs, the

anbul ance is waiting
I"'mnot doing this - | quit
CHAGCS

SOUNDS FADE AVAY | NTO HEART MONI TOR
BEEPI NG AS AT TOP OF SHOW
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25.

SCENE 11

TW TTER FEED PROQIECTED ON WALL,
TWEETS FOR AND AGAI NST PERSONHOCD

NINA | S PUT ONTO A STRETCHER AND
CARRI ED | NTO CENTRE OF THE AUDI ENCE -
VHI CH BECOVES PLAYI NG SPACE (4)

THE CAST PUT ON SURG CAL SCRUBS,
MASKS ETC

BRI GHT OVERHEAD LI GHTI NG & EASY
LI STENI NG CLASSI CAL MUSI C, SURG CAL
TEAM AT WORK

Checks all good, a healthy little girl.

[ PLACI NG BABY | N | NCUBATOR] Funny little
thing int she, looks |ike an old person

THEY EXI T LEAVI NG NI NA AND | NCUBATOR

MACHI NES BEEP PEACEFULLY
[ DROASY] Lily - are you there?
[ SOFT] ... bl ancmanget oots for everyone
The air con's humm ng, and there's that
sickly sweet snmell you always get in
hospitals. | think its raining outside.
But she's here, she's out, and already |
know there's something different about
her .
But | don't care.

BEEPI NG CARRI ES ON FOR A FEW BEATS
Now what ?

BLACKOUT

END OF ACT ONE



26.

EXTRACT FROM GUARDI AN ARTI CLE

When Laura Penberton refused a C-section in Florida in 1996,
she was taken into custody by a sheriff and state's attorney
who showed up at her house. Her | egs were strapped and she
was forced to go to the hospital for surgery. Tellingly, she
was given no representation but a | awer was appointed to
her fetus. Wien Penberton sued for civil rights violations,
the US district court in Florida ruled agai nst her, saying
that her rights were outweighed by the state's interest "in
preserving the life of the unborn child".

Jessica Valenti May 2014



